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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of EnGarde is to equip homeschool students to
communicate truth, exemplify grace, foster unity, and lead with integrity.

OBJECTIVES & GOALS

1. To develop communication and speaking skills that honor and glorify God, and to model the love and
character of Jesus Christ in the lives of all who participate, fostering a spirit of unity. Psalms 19:14,
Proverbs 16:23-24

2. To learn to think critically, logically, and objectively.

3. To learn to research and organize information, and to persuasively and humbly present and defend ideas.
Colossians 4:6

4. To learn to use debate and speech skills to communicate God's truth to the world. I Peter 3:15

5. To learn to encourage and support others with our words. Ephesians 4: 29-32.

6. To learn to work together with others in a team effort and strive to help each member reach maximum
potential in a manner that is God-honoring and worthy of respect. Philippians 2:3-4, Proverbs 27:17

7. To help experienced students develop leadership skills through mentoring young or inexperienced students.
Matthew 23: 10-11, I Timothy 4:12

8. To equip and prepare students for speech and debate tournaments if they have a desire to participate in
competition.
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GENERAL CLUB INFORMATION

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

● Each family must have at least one competitor in debate (either Lincoln Douglas or Team Policy)
● Each debater is required to participate in speech.
● All EnGarde families must affiliate with NCFCA and agree with the NCFCA Foundational Beliefs.
● All members must be homeschooled.  (See NCFCA website.)  
● Competitors must be 12-18 on September 1 of the competition year.  New applicant families whose

oldest students are 12 or 13 will be required to schedule an interview with EnGarde Parent Council
before enrollment can be accepted.

MEETINGS

● Thursday nights, September - April, at Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, Cypress, TX from
5:15pm to 9:30pm, with the exception of Thanksgiving, 2 weeks at Christmas, Easter week, and
tournament weeks.

● Competitors and at least one parent are expected to attend and actively participate in every club meeting
for the entirety of the club season from August to May.

TOURNAMENTS

As a club, EnGarde prepares students to compete in speech and debate at NCFCA tournaments; therefore,
families are required to affiliate with the NCFCA. Minimum tournament attendance requirements include:

● EnGarde Round Robin (Practice tournament at Good Shepherd on a Saturday in November)
● At least two NCFCA Regional Qualifier Tournaments (Offered January - April in Texas)

MEMBERSHIP COMMUNICATION

All announcements including club meetings, homework, tournament information and other events will be
communicated through the club’s website: engardeclub.com. You will also be added to the club Google Group
and your family is responsible for checking the website and your email regularly to stay informed. When asked
to respond to an email, please do so promptly.

JUNIOR SPEECH

For member families with students participating in competitive speech and debate, we offer their younger
siblings (8-12 yrs old) the ability to participate in junior speech. Juniors meet once per month on a regularly
scheduled club night.
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FEES AND EXPENSES

While the fees are based on your level of involvement, the chart below is an effort to give families an idea of
estimated costs of participation.

Estimated Expenses
(Based on the fees from 2019-2020 Competition Season)

Description 1st Student 2nd Student 3rd Student

EnGarde Membership** $75

Debate Camp (required for all first year debaters) $150 $150 $150

Debate Curriculum $50 $50 $50

Podium (1 per team) $25 $25 $25

T-shirt (optional) $20 $20 $20

Yearbook (optional) $40

NCFCA Affiliation $125

Round Robin Practice Tournament $30 $30 $30

Debate Attire $250 $250 $250
Qualifier Tournament #1
(entry fee, debate fee, 2 speeches)

$76 $76 $76

Food (optional cost if choosing to purchase
tournament meals)

$0-$60 $0-$60 $0 - $60

Lodging (4 nights) $200-$450
Qualifier Tournament #2 (entry fee, debate fee, 2
speeches)

$76 $76 $76

Food (optional cost if choosing to purchase
tournament meals)

$0-$60 $0-$60 $0 - $60

Lodging (4 nights) $200-$450

Total Estimated Cost*** $1317-$1937 $1954-$2074 $2606-$2726

*Additional costs include gas, printing costs, supplies, and professional attire.
**This fee is subject to change if our building usage agreement changes this fall.
***Family Total
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CODE OF CONDUCT

The following code of conduct is designed so that EnGarde can best fulfill its purpose as stated above and truly
provide edifying and wholesome educational and competitive speech and debate opportunities for each and
every student.  The goal of this code is to create the best learning and social environment possible for all AND
to make EnGarde a shining light to others. (Colossians 3:17)

CHURCH, TOURNAMENT, OR CLUB PROPERTY
EnGarde students will always show special concern for the buildings and property entrusted to them by:

● Strictly adhering to the physical boundaries set by facility administrators
● Strictly adhering to all established rules/regulations
● Picking up trash, protecting property with care & always leaving the facility better than we found it
● Parents are financially responsible for any damage their children cause to any facility.

BEHAVIOR
All club members are to behave in a manner that brings glory and honor to God at all times. This includes but is
not limited to the following:

● Maintain a spirit of encouragement and cooperation by being kind, polite and respectful towards
members and non-members (competitors, parents, adults, church staff, siblings, etc…) at all times.

● Take special care at tournaments to represent EnGarde with grace and honor by competing fairly and
graciously and always helping the tournament run smoothly.

● Carefully follow league, tournament and club rules at all times.

● Complete assignments carefully and punctually.

● Respect the time and effort given by parent and community judges and refrain from posting judges’
ballot comments on the internet and social networks.

● Refrain from any and all foul language.  This includes slang that is cursing to some and borderline to
others (crap, sucks, screwed, etc).  We realize some families use these words loosely and some
completely forbid them, therefore, out of respect and politeness to all, all will refrain.

● Digital communication both in and out of club should be above reproach.

● Refrain from unnecessary texting at club meetings.

● Keep male/female relationships at a “friends only” level.  EnGarde is not the place for romance.

● Protect the intellectual property of EnGarde by not sharing debate information outside of the club in any
manner (including parent or student coaching of individuals outside of EnGarde).
note: EnGarde does not allow TP partnerships outside of EnGarde.
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DRESS CODE
The spirit of the dress code is modesty and professionalism with the intent to glorify Christ. Thus, we will
present ourselves in a manner that is professional, respectful, clean, and well-groomed.

Club Meetings: modest/conservative casual wear
● Ladies:

o No low necklines, spaghetti straps, tank tops or short shorts (follow fingertip rule).
o Midriff should be covered at all times.
o Undergarments should not be visible.

● Gentlemen:
o Pants should be worn at the waist.
o Underwear should not be visible.

Tournaments:  Follow the guidelines outlined in the NCFCA handbook.

SICKNESS POLICY

● EnGarde members that exhibit the following symptoms should not attend EnGarde that day:
○ Fever, vomiting, or diarrhea within the last 24 hours.
○ Runny nose or a consistent cough.

● Any absences must be communicated with both your debate leadership and parent council.

DISCIPLINE & CONFLICT RESOLUTION

● Student Discipline - If a student fails to follow the points listed above or is otherwise disrespectful,
uncooperative or disruptive, the student will be given one warning only.  If the behavior continues,
leaders will consult with the parents.  Habitual problems will result in dismissal from the club.

● Conflicts Between Students or Families - All club members must adhere to the Biblical guidelines
regarding how to resolve conflict.(see Matthew 18:15) This means if one member offends another, the
offended person will go one-on-one to the other to resolve the matter. If there is no resolution, a third
party mediation may be necessary to resolve the conflict. The goal is to restore the relationship and
maintain unity.  Unresolved or escalating conflicts should be brought to the attention of the Parent
Council.

● Serious Conflicts With an EnGarde Instructor/Committee Leader - First, remember we are all
volunteers and everyone is trying their best.  In a positive non-threatening way, voice your concerns
using the Biblical model described above.  Again, the goal is to restore the relationship and maintain
unity.  Unresolved or escalating conflicts should be brought to the attention of the Parent Council.

● General Complaints  - Any and all complaints should be directly communicated to the Parent Council. 
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SAFE CHILD POLICY

EnGarde is committed to providing a safe environment for the physical and emotional well-being of all students
who participate. The following protocols have been established to help make each EnGarde event a safe
environment where risks to students are minimized. This list is meant to inform EnGarde families of the
responsibility that each of us bears and also to encourage you that EnGarde is taking proactive steps to ensure a
safe environment for all of our students.

● Parental Involvement Policy. The parental involvement policy is meant to ensure that an adequate number
of adults are always present so that all general club needs are met. The full text of the parental involvement
policy can be found in the Membership Handbook under the Parent Agreement section.

● “More than two” rule. Unless the door remains open, an EnGarde parent or chaperone should not enter a
competition room where there is only one student present. In the same manner, students should not enter a
competition room where there is only one, non-family adult present.

● Open Door Policy. Doors to rooms are to remain open unless there is a speaker speaking or a debate round is
in progress.

● Club Boundaries. EnGarde participants must remain in areas of the facility designated for EnGarde use.

● Supervision. Children under 12 must be directly supervised at all times by their parent or a
parent-designated supervising adult. The exception to this rule is when a young student is serving as a
timekeeper for a speech or debate round, where the student is generally being supervised by the judge present in
the round.

● Visiting Students. Students on site who are not competing but are of competitive age or younger will be
expected to follow all guidelines outlined in the Code of Conduct on page 3 in the EnGarde Membership
Handbook. This includes chaperone requirements, an expectation of exemplary behavior, adherence to the spirit
of the dress code, etc.

● Identification. All EnGarde Members (students, parents, and siblings), community judges, and guests must
wear a nametag while on site at EnGarde Club Meetings.

● Personal Responsibility. It is the responsibility of all members to promote and protect the emotional and
physical safety of all participants. If a potentially unsafe condition exists at a club event, immediate action
should be taken to remove the student(s) from harm and to notify club administration by contacting the nearest
Parent Council member.  If such an event should occur at an NCFCA sanctioned event, it should be reported to
an NCFCA official.

● Review of Safe Child procedures. During the opening meeting of each official EnGarde season, Safe Child
procedures will be reviewed with all registered EnGarde families by a member of the EnGarde Parent Council.
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2021 -2022 REGISTRATION FORM

● Membership is limited due to room restrictions at our meeting facility. Priority registration will be open
for current members until April 22, 2021. (Checks will be cashed promptly unless you make other
arrangements directly with the Treasurer.)

● New applicants will be considered for membership based on club openings determined after May 1st.
In the meantime,  potential new families can be placed on the waitlist as soon as they read the
Membership Handbook, sign, initial, and submit this Family Registration Form (including the
Parent/Student Agreement) along with their annual dues. Openings are filled in the order of the date
all paperwork and payment are received. If family circumstances change, membership dues can
be refunded if notice is given to the Treasurer prior to 7/1/2021.
*Summer debate camp is required for all new families. See website for details.

● Please fill out the Registration Information Survey Form (link also on Join section or the Club News
section on the website).

● Please sign all agreements and releases (see attached).

● Please Note: Due to church meeting room availability we can only allow registration of junior speech
students (8-12 yrs old) if they have an older sibling participating in the senior level (12 yrs -18 yrs)
speech and debate club. 

● Print and mail completed form and $75 family membership check payable to EnGarde to:
Deb Oliver 19027 Royal Cove Circle, Cypress, TX 77433.
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STUDENT AGREEMENT

I have read the Club Handbook and Code of Conduct, and understand membership in EnGarde is a serious
commitment.  By my initials next to each item, and my signature below, I agree to faithfully and cheerfully:

______ Be on time and attend meetings.

______ Prepare for meetings and complete all required individual and/or group assignments.
(expect 6+ additional hours of work outside of club meetings)

______ Work cohesively with my fellow club members sharing ideas, cases and evidence
freely, so every club member can reach his/her maximum potential.

______ Participate at club and at a minimum of two NCFCA Regional Qualifier tournaments in the following:
● Speech
● Debate:  Lincoln Douglas OR Team Policy (TP)

______ Recruit Community Judges for every Regional Qualifier tournament.

______ Adhere to the CODE OF CONDUCT in its entirety at all times.

______ Adhere to the SAFE CHILD POLICY in its entirety at all times.

______ Adhere to the MISSION STATEMENT in its entirety at all times.

Student Signature:  _______________________________________ Date ___________________

Student Signature:  _______________________________________ Date ___________________

Student Signature:  _______________________________________ Date ___________________

Student Signature:  _______________________________________ Date ___________________
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PARENT AGREEMENT

Competitive speech and debate is much like a co-op, in that parent participation is vital to properly run the club.

I have read the EnGarde Club Handbook, and I understand that membership in EnGarde is a serious
commitment for parents and students.  By my initials next to each item and my signature below, I agree to
faithfully and sincerely:

______ Read and answer all EnGarde communication regularly (including engardeclub.com)

______ Serve at club meetings.  New parents will serve by learning.  Returning parents will be expected to
serve in a club role.

______ Attend every Thursday night club meeting in-person or online to help serve and to learn along
with my student.

______ If I am unable to attend, I will make arrangements for an alternate adult to attend with my student and
serve in my place.

______ Attend all PARENT meetings.  These are usually held during club time to discuss club-related
issues. It saves the parent council MANY phone calls when everyone attends.

______ Attend at least two Regional Qualifier tournaments per season.

______ Actively participate in recruiting Community Judges for every Regional Qualifier tournament.

______ Judge at tournaments and the Round Robin.

______ Hold my student accountable for all assignments and preparation. I understand that this preparation
requires use of the internet to find evidence and collaboration on Google Drive. Also for TP Debate, I
understand that my student will need to meet in person or virtually each week with their partner.

______ Make prompt and courteous restitution for any damage my student causes to any facility.

______ Adhere to the SAFE CHILD POLICY in its entirety at all times.

______ Hold my student accountable to THE CODE OF CONDUCT in its entirety at all times.

______ Hold my student accountable to THE MISSION STATEMENT in its entirety at all times.

______ If you cannot meet the minimum requirements as outlined above (returning parents and new parents),
then your family should not join EnGarde.

Parent Signature:  _________________________________________________ Date ____________
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RELEASE OF LIABILITY

As the parents/guardians of___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
(List all minors who might be at a meeting, party, outing or tournament)

I understand that I am responsible for making sure my family follows all Engarde safety guidelines and I release
EnGarde Speech and Debate Club, Good Shepherd UMC and its staff from all liability in the event of accident,
injury or illness while participating in any activity on the premises or under their care.  As we are all aware,
state and local rules can change.  Some of the guidelines are subject to change.  We will update any and all
changes on the announcement page on our website.

Parent Signature:  _______________________________________________________ Date ___________

STUDENT MEDIA CONSENT & RELEASE FORM

Throughout the school year, students may be highlighted in efforts to promote EnGarde activities and
achievements. For example, students may be featured in materials to train members and/or increase public
awareness of our schools through newspapers, radio, TV, the web, DVDs, displays, brochures, and other types
of media.

I, as the parent or guardian of _____________________________, hereby give EnGarde, representatives, and
authorized media organizations (ie: Shutterfly) permission to print, photograph, and record my child for use in
audio, video, film, or any other electronic, digital and printed media.

a. This is with the understanding that neither EnGarde nor its representatives will reproduce said
photograph, interview, or likeness for any commercial value or receive monetary gain for use of any
reproduction/broadcast of said photograph or likeness. I am also fully aware that I will not receive
monetary compensation for my child’s participation.

b. I further release and relieve EnGarde, volunteers, and other representatives from any liabilities,
known or unknown, arising out of the use of this material. I certify that I have read the Media Consent
and Release Liability statement and fully understand its terms and conditions.

Print Name of Child _______________________________________________________Grade___________

Print Name of Child _______________________________________________________Grade___________

Print Name of Child _______________________________________________________Grade___________

Print Name of Child _______________________________________________________Grade___________

Signature of parent or guardian ____________________________________________Date____________
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